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Claim 3 includes describes "calculation of an average value of filter 
coefficients of a predetermined past period as an offset component" and 
the Description contains a calculation equation (8) . 

when these descriptions are considered, for each of the M tap 
coefficients, the average of the tap coefficients for a predetermined 
past period is calculated (second term in the right side of equation 
(8)) and the average is subtracted from the tap coefficient so as to 
obtain a new tap coefficient. 

However, when equation (8) is calculated, 

each of the tap coefficient h(k+l, m) at time k+1 is almost 0, for 
it is apparent that the impulse response of the unknown transmission 
path to be applied is assumed to be almost invariable for the time from 
the technical common sense. The low-frequency offset component treated 
in the invention of the present application does not change largely for 
the sampling time interval and accordingly, the average value of the 
past tap coefficients at an arbitrary (m) is considered to be almost 
identical to the value of the current, tap coefficient. 

Consequently, when the equation (8) is calculated, all the tap 
coefficients are set almost to a value of 0. This apparently disturbs 
the adaptive operation of the filter. 

Therefore, by using the operation expressed by claim 3 and equation 
(8)., it is impossible to achieve the effect to be achieved as an echo 
canceller and it is impossible to rationally understand the technical 
meaning of the operation . Thus, claim 3 cannot have novelty or inventive 
step or usability in industry. 
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